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Mechanical Properties of Sealing Rubber under Cryogenic Environment

GU Chengzhang
(Structural System Research Laboratory, Aerospace System Engineering Shanghai, Shanghai 201109, China)

Abstract: Sealing rubber working under the cryogenic environment undergoes brittle ductile transition
and loss of high elasticity, leading to a decrease in sealing performance. Mechanical properties are required
in the evaluation of the sealing performance of sealing rubber. In this paper,low phenyl silicone rubber and
the modified low phenyl silicone rubbers with perfluoropolyether oil and polyimide powder were selected as
the research objects, and the mechanical properties of the rubber compounds at ultra-low temperature were
investigated. The uniaxial tensile and compression permanent deformation tests were carried out at room
temperature (23 °C) and ultra-low temperature (—196 °C). Then,the parameters of the constitutive models
of the materials were obtained by simulation using the hyper—elastic material fitting module of the finite
element software Abaqus. The applicability of Mooney-Rivlin model, Ogden model and Yeoh model to the
sealing rubber at ultra-low temperature was discussed. The results showed that, under ultra-low temperature,
the low phenyl silicone rubber modified by polyimide powder maintained the superior sealing performance in
comparison with the other two rubber materials. The fitting error of Yeoh model was smaller in the fitting of
uniaxial tension test, while Mooney-Rivlin model and Ogden model could predict the mechanical behavior in

compression permanent deformation test more accurately.
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