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An Overview of Winter Tires

Su Bo, Yao Lijia
( Tyre Research Instutite of Shanghai Tyre & Rubber Group, Shanghai 201100, China )

Abstract: This paper is intended to provide an overview of the market, technology, new products and field test

of winter tires. Winter tire market is mainly in Europe, North America, New Zealand and Japan. In some European

countries, the winter tires are mandatory requirement. In Japan, the sales of winter tire increased by 4.3% in 2012,

reaching 23.043 million tires. Currently, Bridgestone, Michelin, Pirelli and Nokia lead the winter tire technology.

In 2013 the world’ s largest tire companies introduced several high performance winter tires. In the new tire

development, field test is very important.

Keywords: winter tire; mandatory regulation; sales; testing field
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