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Analysis of Global and Domestic Polyisoprene Rubber Markets

CUI Xiaoming
(Yanshan Branch, SINOPEC Beijing Research Institute of Chemical Industry, Beijing 102500, China)

Abstract: The present situation and development prospects of the global and domestic markets of
polyisoprene rubber (IR) were analyzed. In 2017, the global total annual production capacity of IR was 1. 01
million tons and the total consumption was 0. 621 million tons. The demand for IR in the global market was
expected to grow at an average annual growth rate of 2. 7% during the period 2017—2022 and reach to 0. 71
million tons by 2022. In 2017,the domestic total annual production capacity of IR was 0. 29 million tons,
the apparent consumption was 0. 10 million tons, and the self-sufficiency rate of products was 58%. It was
estimated that domestic demand for IR will reach to 0. 15 million tons by 2022, and the self-sufficiency
rate of products will reach to 65% ~ 70%. The development of global IR industry will continue to slow
down, the production capacity will not increase significantly, the downstream consumption will continue
to be dominated by tires,and medical applications will be the main driving force for the growth of demand
for IR. At present, the operating rate of domestic IR plants was low. The homogenization phenomenon of
domestic IR products was more serious, resulting in insufficient market competitiveness, and high-end
products were still dependent on imports. Domestic IR enterprises should speed up research on new products,
new technologies and application technologies,improve product quality,and actively explore export markets
while meeting domestic demand.
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